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CFSR #16 Documentation Examples

Directions:  
Find out your Assignment: 1, 2, or 3

After reviewing the examples for your assignment, document (in the space provided below) a similar brief contact based on a real or fictitious “case.”  

	Assignment 1:  Documentation examples of:  Observations that indicate change has occurred in the relationship

· Henri ran to his Mother upon seeing her today.  This was unlike past visits where he hid behind his Foster Parent until coaxed to join us.

· The bond between Andy and his Father appears to be stronger. Today I observed the two physically sit closer and engage more directly/personally than on previous visits.

· There is concern that Ms. Anderson may be pulling away from her children as plans to reunify intensify.  She has missed two of the last three visits scheduled and showed up 45 minutes late for the third.  Ms. Jackson, counselor at the group home, reports that Jessica and Abby got involved in an altercation with other children immediately following the last visit.  Previous visits with the Mother appeared to motivate the children to improve their behavior.  Before the next visit is scheduled, will meet with the Mother to give her an opportunity to share concerns or plans that may be derailing reunification efforts.


	Assignment 2:  Documentation examples of indicators of what obstacles/steps DFCS helped the family work through to improve the relationship

· Provided stamped envelopes to Sarah and discussed how she can write a letter to her Mother when she wants to, seal the envelope, give it to Ms. Samuel to mail, or take to school and ask that it be sent from there (Case Manager previously notified school and Ms. Samuel that this plan is approved.)

· Asked Ms. Lofton to bring in family photos for the next visit and share with her child what she knows of her family history.  If photos are not available, suggested she find other special keepsakes to share the family story with Lisa.

· Talked to Mr. and Mrs. Forgeor about scheduling the next visit at a location where everyone can interact better.   Expressed concerns that the parents desire to make these visits fun (at the McDonald’s playground), allows little opportunity to interact with the children.  The children generally eat quickly and run off to play for most of the time allotted.  Agreement made to schedule the next visit at the park where the family can sit together outside at a picnic table to eat and interact without so many distractions.


	Assignment 3:  Documentation examples of advocacy steps taken with providers to indicate:

· The DFCS Case Manager asked for assistance to improve family relations

· The caregiver’s observations/documentation of any change

· Met with Dr. Tisdale this morning to discuss her agency’s willingness to allow the Mother, Ms. Tassel to visit with her child in Ms. Jackson’s home.  She advised she has policy against family visits in the home.  In the past, visits were disruptive to the other children.  Requested we meet together with Ms. Johnson, from the Home for Girls who has successfully allowed parents to visit, to get insight how she has worked through similar obstacles.  Although hesitant, Dr. Tisdale agreed to schedule the meeting for next week.

· Met with Mr. Baker to review an example of documentation of a family visit I had received from the Patterson Family Group home.   The narrative included more details (other than the date, time, place, and parties present for the visit) than he had previously reported.  Mr. Baker indicated he is open to changing the format of his monthly reports and is willing to provide whatever information is required by DFCS.
· Met with the Maternal Grandmother, Ms. Jones, to discuss her role in supporting or possibly sabotaging the reunification efforts of the children’s parents, Mary and Edward Jackson.  Emphasized how instrumental she has been as a stable placement resource but the plans had always been for the children to return home.  Ms. Jones expressed fear that “things would go back to the way they were” and doesn’t want the children to be moved again in the interim.  Reminded Ms. Jones that the court has already approved in-home visits and that they are to begin this weekend.    Requested that Ms. Jones prepare the boys for the visit and call me next week to discuss.



